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APPENDIX IV

General principles and definition of the geographical
coverage for the preparation of inventories of the elements
of biological diversity in the Mediterranean region and
the criteria for the preparation of national inventories
of natural sites of conservation interest

The present criteria are established for the purposas of the preparation of
inventories of the elements of biological diversity in the Mediterranean region,
pursuant to section 2.1 of the Action Plan for the Protection of the Marine
Environment and the Sustainable Development of the Coastal Areas of the
Mediterranean {(MAP Phase l) and Articles 3 and 15 of the Protocol concerning
Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean.

L. GENERAL PRINCIPLES

1. The main objective of the preparation of the inventories wiil be the collection
of data useful for the conservation of Mediterranean bioclogical diversity.

2. To conveniently meet conservation purposes, the inventories shall:
- be regularly updated;
- contain for each listed element the information useful for its consearvation

and monitoring.

3. With a view to fostering the exchange of information concerning biofogical
diversity in the Mediterranean, and in order to ensure comparability and regional
integration, national inventories shall:
- be accessible for comparative evaluation and regional integration in
accordance with procedures that are appropriate to the requirements of
conservation;
- be compiled according to commonly agreed standard formats;
- be available in English or French.
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il. GEOGRAPHICAL COVERAGE OF THE INVENTORIES

1. The geographical coverage of the inventories shall include the marine and
terrestrial coastal areas, including wetlands, of the Mediterranean region.

2. Concerning marine areas, the definition of the Mediterranean Sea Area .
delimited in Article 2 of the Protacol shall apply, it being understood that, for the
purposes of the preparation of national inventeries, it shall be limited to the areas
under the sovereignty or jurisdiction of the Party concerned.

3. Concerning terrestrial coastai areas, including wetlands, the following
definitions shall apply:

{a)  Coastal sites: sites including a stretch of coastline or being directly
affected by the marine envircnment (e.g. coastal lagoons, estuaries,

tidal flats, dunes, cliffs, ...);
{b)  Coastal species: species directly linked to the marine environment in
at least cne stage of its life cycle and/or regularly occurring in coastal

sites.

. CRITERIA FOR THE PREPARATION OF NATIONAL INVENTORIES OF
NATURAL SITES OF CONSERVATION INTEREST

1. The following definitions shall apply for the purpose of the use of this section
of the criteria:

{a}  Natural habitat means terrestrial or aquatic areas distinguished by
geographic, abiotic and biotic features, whether entirely natural cr semi-naturai;

(b)  Habitat of a species means an environment defined by specific abiotic
and biotic factors, in which the species lives at any stage of its biological cycle;

{c) ~Site means a geographically defined area whose extent is clearly
delineated;

(d)  Centre means the Regional Activity Centre for Specially Protected
Areas.



UNEP(OCAYMED 1G.11/10
Annex IV

Appendix IV

page 3

2. Each Party shall compile a comprehensive inventory of marine and terrestrial
coastal sites under its sovereignty or jurisdiction important for the conservation of

biological diversity.

3. The presence within the site of a significant sample of characteristic
elements of Mediterranean biological diversity is the basic criterion for its lnclusxon
in the inventory. Such elements shall include, in particular:

{a) threatened marine and coastal natural habitat types;

(b} the habitat of endangered or threatened species af the region.
To guide the identification of sites to be inventoried, the Parties shall jointly
establish reference lists of these elements to be annexed to these criteria, taking
into account Annexes 2 and 3 of the Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas
and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean and a model! classification established
by the SPA/RAC on the basis, among other elements, of the work available in this
field among the Contracting Parties.
These lists may be revised by the Parties.

4, The significance of a site for a given natural habitat type shall be assessed
on the basis of the following criteria:

{a) Degree of representativity of the natural habitat type on the site;

(b) Area of the site covered by the natural habitat type in relation to the

total area covered by that natural habitat type within national territory;

{c) Degree of conservation of the structure and functions of the natural
habitat type concerned and restoration possibilities;

5. The significance of a coastal site for a given species shall be assessed ¢on the
basis of the foliowing criteria:

{a) size and density of the population of the species present on the site
in relation to the populations present on the national territory;

(b}  degree of conservation of the features of the habitat which are
important for the species concerned and restoration possibilities;

{c) degree of isclation of the population present on the site in relation to
the natural range of the species.
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6. The significance of a marine site for a given species shall be assessed on the
basis of the following criteria:

)] size and density of the population of the species present on the site
in relation to the populations present en the national territory:

{b) degree of conservation of the features of the habitat which are
important for the species concemed and restoration possibilities;

{c) the endermnic characteristics of the species at the local, national and
regional levels;

{d)  the role of the site in the whole or a part of the biclogical and focd
cycles of the particular species.

7. Information concerning each inventoried site will be compiled according to
a standard format, which will have to be agreed by the Parties upon a proposal
from the Centre. Such information will include, but will not necessarily be limited

to, the fields detaited in the attached format to these criteria.

8. The inventories so astablished shall be reviewed and updated at intervals not
exceeding 5 years.
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FORMAT OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE SITES
INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL INVENTORIES

Site rj:amé .

Site !‘ocation.

Area.

Site length {if possible)}.
Description of the site:

(a)  threatened marine and coastal habitats (as per agreed reference list)
present on the site and site assessment for them;

(b}  threatened marine and coastal species {as per agreed reference list)
present in the site and site assessment for them;

{c) other habitats and species of conservation interest;
(d) invasive species;

(e) other prominent natural features.

Reasons for choice.

Conservation status.

Threats.

Human activities in and around the site and their impact.
Lan;i tenure.

Protection status.

Main conservation regulations.

~

International designation.
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14.
15.
18.

17.

. 18.
18.

20.

Conservation projects being impiemented.
Management plans and practices.
Authority responsible for the management of the site.

Other institutions/organizations involved in site management {universities ,
NGOUs, ...).

Date of first compilation.

Update.

Documentation on the site:

(a}  site map;

(b) scientific publications and reports;
{c) zerial photographs;

(d} other pertinent material.





